
Programme   

 
NOTE: THIS LIST MAY CHANGE AND CHANGES ANNOUNCED VIA TDARS ‘GROUPS.IO’  

 

Feb. 5         Committee Meeting & Hamfest 7.30pm (Webex) + 2m ragchew 7:30pm 

Feb. 12     Bowls evening and STEM event preparation. 

Feb. 15/16  STEM event at RAF Cosford - See “Calls for help” 

Feb. 19      Chairman’s question time (inc. contest & portable planning). 

Feb. 26        Richard Wikinson  - Old radio restoration talk 

 

Mar. 5          Committee Meeting & Hamfest 7.30pm (Webex) + 2m ragchew 7:30pm 

Mar. 12    Main Construction Competition (Brickworks activity). 

Mar. 19        Chairman’s question time (inc. contest & portable planning). 

Mar. 26        Annual General Meeting– see official notice 

 

Apr. 2    Committee Meeting & Hamfest 7.30pm (Webex) + 2m ragchew 7:30pm 

Apr. 9    Mark M0XIC Operator Participation 

Apr. 16    Ten Minute Topics. 

Apr 23    Marconi weekend preparation—see “Calls for help” 

Apr. 25-27  Marconi Weekend 

Apr. 30   Falklands war talk Steve Collins TBC 
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 TDARS an active club 
TDARS is probably one of the most active clubs 
in region 5. We have members getting out into the 
wilds regularly active on air SOTA, BOTA and just 
walking or parking up and working local and glob-
ally. We have club activities talks, new calls, 
callsign upgrades, contests, training, building, 
practical events, STEM event and the best Ham-
fest! All of which unite to make it a growing vi-
brant club. It’s something others aspire to.  
Here’s hoping 2025 we keep the ball rolling and 
make the best of the solar cycle peak and mem-
bers discovering more and more about this great 
hobby of ours. 
 
 Whatsapp social media and TDARS  
Social media has a poor name but thankfully private places for instant discussion exist and 
TDARS members make use of them. The TDARS Whatsapp groups bring instant feedback, dis-
cussion, news and information (and jokes).  
Whether we are home comfort or braving the hills most of the time now we have access to tell oth-
ers we’re on the air. The Whatsapp TDARS General group is worth joining to find all types of ac-
tivities going on and take part.   
Getting contacts for those outdoors has always been a problem—so we can call in support via 
Whatapp. Other examples lately have been discussing problems with RF getting into shacks and 
discussions on members project builds.  
If you are not part of TDARS General or TDARS Sports and Alerts Join soon.  
Important note: Whatsapp work on a phone, the account is locked to that phone number—if you 
use a second phone start another account and join. [unless you know better than i. Ed] 
 
 Martyn G3UKV SK a year on. 
How quickly time goes on and at time of writing 
it’s a year since.  Martyn was one of the team and 
come Christmas 2023 we all retired to the Christ-
mas period  away from TDARS and with families  
as normal. The news was a real shock, that 
Martyn passed away having been one of the most 
driven and active members who didn’t hold back 
but lead by example. He showed the way and tak-
ing on work at a level we were not to find just how 
much until later.  Martyns’ work helped keep 
TDARS going since 1969 let alone his other hob-
bies life U3A and work on the canal —lets keep 
TDARS strong and follow his enthusiasm, it bene-
fits all. Thanks for all of your work Martyn. 
 
 
 Notice of TDARS Annual General Meeting 26th March starting 8pm.   
 
On 26th April starting at 8pm the TDARS is holding the club AGM where members will 
be able to vote for the club committee and also able to offer to stand for the positions 
listed in a table on the last page of this newsletter.  The meeting will be available over 
Webex.  
The evening will include a reading of the financial report, the minutes of the last AGM 
and then voting will take place with intention to elect officers and members to create 
the TDARS committee for 2025-2026.   
 

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~  

Editorial  
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TDARS MEETINGS EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING HELD NORMALLY AT  
LITTLE WENLOCK  VILLAGE HALL WITH SOME ONLINE (Webex) 
STREAMING OF APPROPRIATE PRESENTATIONS: PLEASE CHECK 

FRONT PAGE LISTING FOR SPECIFIC DETAILS.  
 

Please note: A current membership card may be required to borrow 
TDARS equipment. Please return borrowed equipment promptly .                                          

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 TDARS Training for using club gear  
A reminder from Don M0TBQ for members to use the Tiger App to access lists 
of the equipment TDARS has bought over the years, reserve it and make use 
of for limited time. The clubs equipment value is up to thousands pounds value. 
So in the future we need to make sure members are able to use it safely. Soon 
Don will be providing training to suit the members knowledge and going 
through basic practical knowledge before equipment can be taken and used.  
 
   Project Christmas Tree -  a practical soldering evening   
John M0XJA is making a huge effort to have more regular practical ses-
sions at TDARS and sourced a timely small project to get members active 
soldering and building their own projects.  
On the evening of On 30th October members built a Christmas Tree 
shaped project which included soldering LEDs and soldering together two 
PCBs to create a self-standing novelty Christmas tree that flashes.  
About 20 members took part, arranged around the meeting room in a 
square with other members moving around or sitting with builders to offer 
support and help. The meeting itself was video linked to Wolverhampton 
club some of whose members were also making up Christmas trees. 
The projects cost about £2.50 each and made something nice to bother 
the family with over Christmas!  There are more photos later in the centre 
pages. This was also featured in RADCOM in December 2024.   
 
 New callsigns in the club and contest success 
Congratulations to Jared on getting his new callsign M0YUK, 
recent member Matt is waiting for his call following foundation 
exam success. Also to Mick M1CKD has got a Special Contest 
Call M1D   
Congratulations to Mick M1D on his 5w qrp entry (into EFHW) 
into the 2024 CQWW Digi DX contest getting a first in England 
and new record for an England station. Mick also achieved 2nd 
in the 10w section of the 80-40m datamodes contest this year 
and 32nd local section of the RSGB AFS 40m datamodes con-
test this year. Great start to the year.  
 
 2024 TDARS club Christmas dinner 
December the regular evening event was attended well at the 
Grazing Cow at Lawley Telford on 11th December 
 

 ~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 

 Dates coming up 
Nantwich Radio Active rally 9th February 
ARRL Internation DX SSB contest  March 1 & 2 
Airfields on the  air—first weekend in April 
Norbreckt Radio rally Blackpool April 13 



~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 

  
 Lily 2E0HPS and Charlotte active on the long Mynd 
 
 Charlotte sent notes and photo of a successful afternoon: 
“I have been a member of TDARS now since August 2024, On 26th November I went with lily 
2E0HPS to the Long Mynd and used 20m we tried SSB fairly unsuccessful then some contacts on 
FT8 which worked really well. We were using 10W using Xiegu X6100 with a handmade dipole. 
Lily showed me how to safely install this even 
though it was chilly. 

Then to 2m (50W FM) using an antenna on 
the car and Lilys Yaesu FTM200DE worked 
well hearing stations, but the last contact of 
the day was with Dave G0CER on 10m SSB 
54 either way. 

I really enjoyed this experience considering I 
don't have a license yet and to be able to go 
out into the wilderness and hear so many people just blows my mind. I have some supervised 
contacts in lily's log book which was a great success. 

Just want to give a massive shout out to lily for helping, legally supervising me and allowing me to 
experience this. She got me out of my comfort zone to try new things and a big thank you to 
TDARS for welcoming me.”  

“I'm looking forward when I get my own call sign to do the same and more experimenting—did an-
ybody say ‘New years resolution?” 

 Learn Tech Stuff  John M0XJA and Paul M0PLA 

In December members went to Paul M0PLAs work building (ABC Fire and Security) to the 
regular sessions to help people improve practical skills and use test and diagnostic  
equipment in the shack. 

Some examples of current projects members are working on;  49er CW Kit -Build your own 
transciever for an estimated £8, 4M Flower Pot Antenna .get on 4M for an estimated £10 , and 
Loop On Ground (LOG) antenna kit  Recieve HF antenna kit for estimated £15.  
Some photos later on in the newsletter from a recent meet-up. 
 Contact John M0XJA if you are interested in practical learning  
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 Mark M0XIC standing for Directorship of RSGB  
 
Mark M0XIC is a busy man and has put himself forward to be nominated as a 
Director on the RSGB Board. We wish him luck and support in this.  
 
Mark is a very active radio amateur he is already RSGB representative for 
region 5 and WWBOTA awards manager.  Mark also gives talks and can be 
heard most days of the week doing BOTA, SOTA and dxing also not to forget 
the 145 Alive activity which has taken off and become country-wide during 
the year. 



 
 TDARS at Cosford STEM event 15 & 16th 
February 
Last year TDARS and others from Wolverhampton 
ARS and The RSGB had a really inspiring weekend 
demonstrating and educating youngsters about ra-
dio communications. Some real life radio, talks and 
a station on air between the buildings. 
 
This event is happening again and hopefully it 
plants a seed in the mind of youngsters to be those 
radio amateurs who will keep our hobby going, with 
new developments and relevant in the future. 
 
Volunteers asked to be on the stands to talk to visitors, demonstrate equipment and also come 
along and operate the special event station  (The equipment collection is at meeting 12/2/25).  
 
This would also be a interesting event to bring children or grandchildren along too. 

Please contact John M0XJA at the club or via training@tdars.org.uk 

 Marconi day 2025 25 to 27th April 2025 
April 25 to 27 is the Marconi event and one of 
TDARS regular activities setting up a station to op-
erate the weekend. More information through the 
usual routes will appear closer to the weekend. 
Setting up on Friday 25 April—operating GB8MD 
Saturday and coming home Sunday.  

We will be loading up cars to share out the equip-
ment load at the meeting on 23rd. Please help if 
you can, it’s a fun weekend and operating in a ra-
dio-quiet area near to the sea brings some interest-
ing contacts.   

Contact Tony M0TZM or Mick M1CKD to offer any help you can.  

 Reminder TDARS on Little Wenlock Village field 
Members spent a pleasant evening getting a varie-
ty of stations running on the LWVH—the weather 
behaved for once this year. Don’t forget if you want 
to use the field for  radio,  it’s a good big resource.  
 
You must contact Martin 2E0TRO first—so he 
can  let those who are responsible for it. Martin 
will confirm if its available for use 

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 
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CALLS FOR HELP  

CALLS FOR HELP  



Running GB2TVS by TDARS & Tern Valley Scout District young people  

Members of the Telford and District Amateur Radio Society (TDARS) in Region 5 met at 
2

nd
 Wellington Scout HQ in Telford to run GB2TVS for the young people of Tern Valley 

Scout District in Shropshire. 

GB2TVS ran from 08:32 UTC on Saturday 19
th
 October 2024 until 12:30 UTC on Sunday 

20
th
 October 2024 with sixty-three Squirrels (3), Beavers (11), Cubs (43) and Scouts (3) 

joining us over the weekend for the activities  

Graham – G7LMF and Mike – M1CKD operated an Icom IC-9600 on 20mtr and 40mtr SSB through a 
Comet H422 V Dipole antenna mounted on the club mast which worked for most of the weekend apart 
from Saturday afternoon when HF appeared to die so we had to switch to an Icom IC910 on 2mtr FM run-
ning through a home-brew SOTA dipole. This worked well to fill the gap. 
 
 
Across the weekend we managed to work forty-nine stations across sixteen countries including Scout Sta-
tions worked in the UK including GB2GP, GB4TSG, GB0LS, GB4LGF, GB2RVA, GB8CS & GB0WHT and 
Scout Stations worked abroad including ON4JOTA, OL1JOTA, DP9S, PA6RCE/J, PA3FFK/JOTA, II4JO-
TA, LX9S, CR5EPB & OM8JOTA. 

Graham – G7LMF with Sadie doing her investiture over the air  



~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 

GB2TVS by TDARS & Tern Valley Scout District 

Non-scouting contacts of interest via QO-100 where with VU2DPN in India and YB5QZ in Indonesia. 
  
As well as the popularity of the radio communications, the Morse Code table run throughout the week-
end by Paul M0PLA, Tony M0TZM & Barry 2E0RNN proved to be another great hit with the young peo-
ple as did the Satellite Communications Demonstration given by Simon G0UFE 

Paul M0PNN with Bailey working GB2GP via QO-100 

Barry 2E0RNN with Bailey spelling his name in morse code 

Some of the other non-radio activities put on by the local scout leaders for the young people 
to try out during their visit included Semaphore, Braille and Makaton which also went done 
very well. 
 
Thanks also go to Martin M0YFO & Eric M0KZB for their support during the weekend. 
Graham G7LMF 



Members visited the Martin Lynch & Sons open day 

Did he buy it? 
..or just a burger 

ML & S is a bit of a trek but members made their way there and sampled the burg-
ers and had a look around the gear.  
Steve M7OOR, Shabaz M7YSZ and John M0XJA  (representing 145-Alive), 
Heather M0HMO and Paul G8AQA all had a good day.  
It’s unknown if any/many wallets were loosened that day. 

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 



The view at John M0XJAs car while ac-
tive in 145-Alive on Clee hill  (IO82RU) 
John made 45 contacts from Dorset and 
up to Sheffield 

Mark M0XIC operating from Dudley club as 
M0RSD sent his map of contacts on 2m 145-Alive. 
Mark said the windmill was exceptionally cold that 
day and had 60 contacts during the afternoon.  

The next 145-Alive is on 12 April 2025 Contact Mark M0XIC  

Latest report  by Mark M0XIC on 4/2/25 
The latest QSO Coverage map. The red 
pins are 2m QSO's but were simply 
logged incorrectly. The total QSO's to 
date from the logs are 906. 
As far as I'm concerned with over 900 
QSO's received to date and coverage like 
that, when there was a category RED 
Storm 2 days before and another lower 
category Storm on the actual day of the 
event, its brilliant and a credit to ALL the 
operators whether running a Net or other-
wise. 

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 



 

Learn Tech Stuff - Saturday morning 

Learn Tech Saturday mornings practical session run by John M0XJA. They’re held 
monthly at the moment. Members went along to Paul M0PLA Stafford Park factory 
where he kindly offers a room for this— Practical sessions on building and testing 
projects. The group also learned about test equipment, meters, oscilloscopes and 
assorted lab equipment they may need to use as part of the hobby. 

 

The next meetup is on 8th February 2025, 9am at Paul’s factory unit 
Contact John M0XJA on training@tdars.org.uk if you are interested. 
The theme is Learn how to use test equipment and the principles behind Ra-
dio technology.  (Thanks to Tony M0TZM for photos) 

 

The Microwave Round Table held on 23rd November 2024 at Eaton Manor 
Members took part (Heather prepping for her satellite talk on the left) and John 
Cariss G7ACD, Paul G8AQA part of the UKuG organising a great event with it’s 
own character whichis a  relaxed schedule of talks aimed primarily at UKuG, BATC 
and AMSAT interests and other innovative areas of amateur radio and some good-
ies sold to visitors.  
For those considering future visits, note, accommodation is available at the 

 



 TDARS Under a fiver competition January 2025 

Results 
Joint first Tony M0TZM and Martin M0YFO 
2. Andy M7HJC 
3. Paul M0PNN 

Entries included 
Tony with his Dim-Bulb-o-matic load protector/tester and Martin’s 
project to show various stages of a PSU (as per intermediate level 
licence study material. Paul made a LiPo charger.  
Andy a food product enhanced long-wire tape measure & John A a 
foot pedal/microphone/headphone breakout box for Yaesu. Den a 
10m T2LT antenna. Simon a 4m delta loop & 2m ‘Slim Jim’. All in all 
a creative evening for the Under a fiver. We are assured all entries 
met this criteria… 
 
—one even having an edible ‘element’ to it.  



 
 

 
 
 

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 

 
 2024-5 Committee—Remember AGM March 26 2025 
Chairman   Simon Bird G0UFE     telfordslivewire@hotmail.co.uk 01952 401018 

Vice-Chairman  John Humphreys M0JZH   m0jzh@yahoo.co.uk 07824 737716 
Secretary   Graham Cowan G7LMF     secretary@tdars.org.uk 
Treasurer   Paul Athersmith M0PLA     paul.athersmith@gmail.com 07966 969230                                                                     
Curator    Don Nicholls M0TBQ    donsnicholls@outlook.com 
Training    John Alexander M0XJA     training@tdars.org.uk 
News / PR / web Dave Harris G0CER      davekh@gmail.com 
Village Hall Liaison  Martin 2E0TRO   
QSL Manager   Paul M0PNN 
Committee   Tony M0TZM, Mark M0XIC, Brian G6UDX 
Contest co-ordinator & Committee Paul G8AQA 

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 

 
Thanks for Newsletter input this time:  

 
Graham G7LFM, Tony M0TZM, John M0XJA, Paul G8AQA,  

Heather M0HMO, Dave G0CER, Mark M0XIC, 
 

  Deadline for next edition is April 18th 2025 
Contact Dave G0CER on davekh@gmail.com to send contributions 

 Happy 2025 
What a way to start the year! Paul M0PNN took this photo 
of the aurora borealis (Northern lights). At this point in the 
suns cycle we have been visited more often, here’s hoping 
for many more.  

 Paul M0PLA European tour 2024 a sample post     
Thank you again for the chasers today 41 qso’s ITL, including 2 S2S’s CT2GSN/P (John) on CT/
MN-042and EI3ISB (John) on EI/IE-012, this is another drive on summit and yet another unique 
for me. The car park is literally 20 yards from the trig and is in the AZ. The weather was not great 
with low cloud cover so no scenery to view but the 20M band was alive  with wall to wall QSOs 

After completing the summit we 
had a light lunch then started our 
drive towards Normandy (about 
5 hours), we decided to stop in 
the little village of the same 
name as the summit Saint Marie 
du Menez Hom, there is a little 
church there and wow what a 
visit, the church is open for visi-
tors and we had the shock of our 
lives. This was probably the pret-
tiest of small churches we have 
ever been in  

Useful websites to warn of possible aurora  
conditions or possible viewing of northern lights  
https://aurorawatch.ac.uk 
http://www.geom.ag.bgs.ac.uk/education/
viewing_aurora.html 
metoffice.gov.uk/weather/learn-about/weather/optical-
effects/northern-lights 

https://summits.sota.org.uk/summit/CT/MN-042
https://summits.sota.org.uk/summit/CT/MN-042
https://summits.sota.org.uk/summit/EI/IE-012
https://aurorawatch.ac.uk
http://www.geom.ag.bgs.ac.uk/education/viewing_aurora.html
http://www.geom.ag.bgs.ac.uk/education/viewing_aurora.html
http://www.geom.ag.bgs.ac.uk/education/viewing_aurora.html
http://www.geom.ag.bgs.ac.uk/education/viewing_aurora.html

